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Committee on Military Affairs: Of the House of Representatives January 6, 1916 The occasion is ripe for this
Coiifzress to perform a service of the very greatest importance to the people of this country. The attention of
the people has been directed toward the subject matter and is now concentrated u)()n it. One of the
fundamental reasons for tho adoption of a Constitution for the Union was to provide for the common defense.
Proper measures have never been taken to this end in time of peace. The people of the country are now
insisting that such i)roper measures shall be taken. They are looking to those who represent them in the
National Government to do tliat which is wise and proper. It is a great opportunity and a great responsibility,
which can only be met properly by the fullest appreciation. of the magnitude of the issue and of the imperative
and vital necessity of wise action concerning it. The integrity of the Nation and its very existence may depend
upon what is done in this matter at this tin ft? This great opportunity will be lost unless a wise, sensible, and
practical military policy is the result of the consideration and action of this Congress. | take it that the people
have passed beyond the point of requiring further debate or reasons for the necessity for such action. | have
endeavored briefly to set forth those fundamental ccmsiderations, showing such necessit, in the annual report
submitted by me to the President, and shall not here repeat the same. | projjose, with your permission, to
address jn...
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