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that day was obviously not straightforward, even for a commentator of Bill McLaren's experience, used to
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the greatest tragedy of his life: the death of his younger daughter from cancer at 46, the three years of agony
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had died that afternoon while he was on air. McLaren, himself, had almost died of TB in his youth and he tells of
the days and nights when he hid under the sheets in bed at the Scottish hospital where he was kept for 19
months, 'crying myself to sleep each night as they took away my friends who had died that day. | was certain |
would be next'. He has excellent memories of his war years and delves deep to recall some harrowing times as a
forward observation spotter when he came within inches of being killed by a German sniper. Later, he also
remembers leading his men one day into a small northern Italian town where they discovered 1500 corpses
piled up in the square. 'That was the day...
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