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chart which, instead of saying HIV pending, because he had been tested, said HIV positive. Of course, the test
turned out to be negative. She insisted that the chart be changed. But imagine if that information was rou-
tinely used by insurance companies, employers or credit card com-panies. That mans future would have been
seriously a@ected by an inaccurate statement on his medical chart. And so, it is absolutely critical that we find
the right ways to protect medical privacy and the related issue of financial privacy. I am looking forward to this
hearing, Mr. Chairman, and to fu-ture hearings and to playing as important a role as I can on fash-ioning a
balanced and bipartisan piece of legislation that deals with this critical issue. Thank you very much. Mr. S. I
thank my colleague. TEARNS Mr. John, opening statement if you have one Mr. J. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
OHN I have a copy of my statement that I would like to submit for the record, and in the interest of time, I would
just like to say thank you for this hearing. I think this is very important. And my comments reference, among
other things, an article that was in the Wall Street Journal on February 20 that talks about and compares
Europes Web privacy with the United States and how, over the last 5 years, the European Commission has put a
wealth of regula-tions on the books, and they commissioned a study that...
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