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Gentlemen of the Society of Alumni: Amid the gloom of the present and the uncertainty of the future, it is a
source of congratulation to feel that there are yet a few spots untouched by the iron hand of despotism, and
unpolluted by the foul spirit of agrarian innovation. Here, within these venerable walls, consecrated to learning
and science, the relentless spirit of party and sectionalism has been reluctant to enter; and here, the mind
untrammeled, is free to contemplate the great truths of philosophy, and investigate without molestation the
principles of science, which, if rightly appreciated, tend to elevate human character, and dignify human
conduct. It has been said that knowledge is power. This, in a certain sense, or to a certain extent, is true.
Knowledge properly gained, and rightly employed, is power, is potent, all potent for good. - But superficial
knowledge, or knowledge misapplied, or wrongly used, is power also; but it is a power for evil, a power which
has wrung from millions tears of anguish; a power which has often retarded human progress, and frequently
baptized nations in woe and misery. Knowledge without virtue is the most prolific of all agencies for evil.
Madam De Stael strikingly said that liberty, virtue, glory, knowledge, those kindred and closely allied ideas,
which form the proud retinue that attends on the natural dignity of man, cannot possibly be insulated in a
separate state of existence; the perfection of each of these results from the union of...
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