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Hardly had this order been given, when clear and sharp came
General Ward s command, Present arms! This order was
obeyed within a short distance of the spot where to-day the
motto, Obedience to Law is Liberty, is carved on the present
Court House. With military tread General Ward and his party
passed up the hill. Presenting fixed bayonets, former officers,
neighbors, and friends of General Ward greeted his approach.
Nearing the entrance, he was met by bayonets that pierced his
clothing. Steadfastly refusing to retreat, General Ward heard
the drums beat and the order given to charge. In wrath the old
officer faced his soldiers: -- I do not value your bayonets; you
might plunge them into my heart; but while that heart beats I
will do my duty; when opposed to it, my life is of little
consequence; if you will take away...
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