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[ This essay addresses the question whether Hindu nationalism is
a threat to democracy or not and if so in what sense it has
threatened democracy. The question is why this topic is so
relevant. Every now and then we hear about violent riots in
+. India, read it in the papers or watch it in the TV news. Many

times these riots are caused by different religious groups: on
the one hand Hindus, on the other hand minorities, mostly
Muslims, Sikhs or Christians. A reason for this is the rise of a
Hindu right. The phenomenon of Hindu nationalism has
already been discussed in research for some time, but only in
the past few years, a discussion outside India has begun
whether or not it might be a threat to the biggest democracy in
the world. The public...
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