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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1889 Excerpt: . . . (Seoro Smitb. We conclude this volume with some account o: a man who is still
hard at work among us, striving to put the last stone on a noble edifice of philanthropic work upon which he
has been engaged for twenty years, and for the sake of which he has indeed counted all things as loss. George
Smith was born at Clayhills, Tunstall, StaDordshire, on the 16th of February 1831. William Smith, his father, was
a hard-working, Godfearing man. The family was respectable--theirs was the nobility of labour, the long
pedigree of toil. Several generations of Smiths had lived in a part of an antique farm-house named Canal Hall.
From thence they had gone forth, year aIer year, from childhood to age, to make brick as aforetime. Such
people used to accept this life-long, grinding labour patiently, stolidly--as a thing of course, a dispensation not
to be murmured against. William Smith had gone to work in his sixth year; and with him work meant
commencing at six oclock in the morning, toiling in the brick-yard for fourteen hours, with a walk to and fro of
two and a half miles each way! It is not to be wondered at that such of the toilers as survived this process of
breaking in, as it was styled, became wonderful manufacturing machines. When William Smith reached the age
of eighteen he was a first-class hand; he had also travelled over eighty thousand miles--equal almost to four
times...
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