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thousands of young people congregate in the area search-ing for a high. In the last couple of years, a half
dozen party-goers have been killed here by hit-and-run, gun or knife. Our State law requires that a person be 21
years of age to buy alcohol. How-ever, on otherwise slow days, some of the clubs advertise 18 year-old or
college nights, where ostensibly their profit is from entrance fees. Business leaders, neighborhood activists, the
ministry, civic groups and some elected officials have campaigned for years to tame this phenomenon. The
trend, however, has been an accelera-tion of the excesses. Although local police have recently been more
aggressive reducing the crowd size, there is a serious possibility that the resulting reduction in alcohol sales
may be replaced with alternative business practices. Sadly, it should be noted that local government has even
less power to control hours, age and other restrictions on establish-ments that do not sell alcohol; thus, the
conversion of so-called juice bars - establishments with entrance fees that admit all ages and operate through
the night into the next morning, selling 4 bottled water and providing the environment for drug consumption,
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