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INDIAN HOUSING 7 Paae symbol, is brought into the life of the house, blessing it with light and warmth.
Symbolism Space of The As a general principle, a large and open central space is critical to Indian tradition.
The space serves a communal function. The space is o?en circular, representing a philosophy of the cycles of
nature and the continuity of life . The circle also symbolizes equality and the concept of sharing . Openness of
space also serves well in passive solar design. Solar heat is collected primarily on the south side of the house
and be must distributed, primarily by natural convection, to the north side. open A floor plan facilitates this
transfer. A large central area, with rooms radiating from it to the east, north, and west, is an ideal passive solar
plan. of Materials Symbolism The Indians traditionally lived in constant contact with the materials of their
natural environment and came to regard these materials as important symbols. Such materials can also serve
important thermal and luminance functions within a house. Massive natural materials, such as adobe and rock,
are very e@ective for storing solar heat admitted into the house during the day. Their e@ectiveness in this role
depends on their location and color, as discussed in Parts Ibo and Three of Section massive floor, always a I. A
feature of traditional Indian houses, is very e@ective heat storage but is only where the sun shines directly on
Other mass in walls or roof it. effective even without...
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