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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Metals of the Rare Earths: With Diagrams
Alexander For a number of years, aHer the study of the rare earths commenced, these substances were only
known to occur in a small number of minerals which were found in but few places, and even there not in very
large quantities. This relative scarceness of material caused the investigation of these substances to remain in
the hands of a very few chemists, who, fortunately for the progress of knowledge, were in many cases the most
eminent and eJicient of their generation. But notwithstanding this, the term rare earths grew to have a
meaning among the chemists, who had not had experience with these elements, which implied that there was
something mysterious connected with this group of metals. With the discovery of large tracts of monazite in
various parts of the world, the amount of the rare earths available for investigation has been enormously
increased, so that now it is quite open to anyone who desires and has suJicient training to join the workers in
this branch of chemistry. A further cause which has accelerated the rate of progress of our knowledge of these
substances is the introduction of the incandescent gas mantle industry. Here compounds of two metals,
thorium and cerium, are required, but in order to extract these elements from monazite the remaining rare
earths have also to be separated from the mineral, and since there is at present no commercial use for these
substances a large amount of material is available for the use of those who wish to investigate it. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic...
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