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TENANCY RELATIONS IN BACKWARD AGRICULTURE: A STUDY IN
RURAL ASSAM

Mittal Publications, New Delhi, 2004. N.A. Book Condition: New. 23 cms. xv, 148 p. ,This study is a modest attempt
to explore the typical tenancy contracts in rural Assam tracing back to the history of evaluation in the pre-
British era and to provide empirical answers to a number of theoretically established propositions that are
subjected to much controversy. The book lays out a broad theoretical discussion on the issues involved in the
sharecropping eAiciency and interlinked credit transactions. The empirical evidence and the subsequent
economic reasoning suggest that the Marshallian and related disincentive eAects of sharecropping are of
limited importance in the study area and so this institution can not necessarily be interpreted as detrimental to
the overall development of the rural economy of Assam. The study also highlights the informal credit
arrangements in rural Assam with its possible interlinkages to land and labour markets and brings out the
potential threat of land alienation that is emanating from the practice of informal credit transactions under the
system of usufructuary mortgage of land. Finally, an attempt has been made to explain the incidence of
tenancy in Assam within a theoretical framework by identifying the key variables determining the extent of
tenancy. It has been argued that family resources, particularly the owned land, the number of agricultural
workers and bullock endow-ment, and, human resources, specifically the level of education of the farmers,
influence the leasing decision in rural Assam.
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